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Practical Lesson Ideas with The Juice

 Begin or End Your Class with Vocabulary1
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Check out these six easy ways to incorporate The Juice into your daily lesson plans!

“Do Nows” and “Bell Ringers” are quick, independent, or collaborative activities that  
require minimal guidance from the teacher.  These activities are a great way to help
smooth out transition times in the classroom, while also introducing or reviewing new
vocabulary. 

Every Juice article highlights a range of Tier 2 or Tier 3 vocabulary words. Whether these
words are new to students or they just lack the confidence to use the words fluently,
using vocabulary to structure your “Do Nows” and “Bell Ringers” will help students be
better prepared to understand what they are about to read and to remember new vocab
words after they leave the class! Here are a few ways to incorporate The Juice vocab into
your daily routine!

Ask each student to fold a piece of paper into four quadrants and then choose one
vocab word to make a Four-Square Strategy graphic organizer.
Tap into students’ creativity by asking students to sketch-note the relationship
between different new vocabulary words.
Play a simplified version of Taboo. Ask students to define the vocab words for their
classmates without using the word itself. (For an extra challenge, give them other
keywords to avoid.)
Play Two Truths and a Lie. Ask students to choose a word from an article and then
write down four statements about that word. Ask them to think about the part of
speech, the definition, synonyms, antonyms, and connotations. One of the
statements they write should be a lie. Now, ask the class to guess the lie.
BONUS: Keep track of how many times students can appropriately use the Word of
the Day during class. 

Create a Visual for a Story
While The Juice focuses on written text, visual storytelling is a powerful tool and an
invaluable tool for students in our contemporary multimedia news landscape.  Ask
students to find an image to accompany one of The Juice’s daily articles. 
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Use these questions to prompt further discussion:

What is the source of your image?
Is the image “reliable?” How do you know?
Can images be biased? 
What does this image you chose add to our understanding of the article?
How does this image shape our perspective on the article?

Compare the images that students choose to see how pictures can change our relationship to
written content.

For an additional challenge, ask your students to combine the power of data and visual
communication to create an effective infographic that captures the important information from
an article. Use the following questions to prompt further reflection:

What is the difference between written and visual communication?
How do these two kinds of communication work together?
How do infographics contribute to our understanding?
Can infographics stand alone as a source of news?

Instead of giving students questions to answer after reading an article, ask them to
generate their own! Encourage them to focus on questions not already answered within
the article, focusing especially on open-ended higher order questions that will challenge
them to think critically and maybe even look to other sources for more information. 

After students have come up with as many questions as they can, students can choose
questions to research and discuss in small groups.
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4 Write your own Juice-style Story
Is there a current event that all your students have been talking about? Have them read
up on it, and then write their own Juice-style version of the story. Remember, like The
Juice, these articles should be:

300 words or less
Topical
Objective
Highlight and define key vocabulary words
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Make Connections 
If you use The Juice in your classroom on a daily basis, by the end of the week students
will have read at least 25 articles! This is a great opportunity to help students see patterns
and connections between what they’ve read. Ask students to choose 3-5 articles they read
this week and then create a mindmap to represent how these articles relate to each other. 

Fact Check

Come back together at the end of class to share what everyone has talked about. This collaborative
effort will help the whole class develop a more nuanced understanding of the article and, if all goes
according to plan, will leave students with more questions than they had when they started. 

The Juice is “committed to delivering fresh, non-partisan, and reliable news every day.”
Ask your students to confirm that claim with evidence! Choose an article and compare
The Juice version to other articles on the same topic from different sources. What do
you notice? How are the articles similar? Different? Do you notice any bias in either
article? 


