
Social Studies & The Juice

For teachers

The way voting districts are drawn has shaped American democracy for centuries. From the Reconstruction Era to the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, to today’s redistricting fights, questions of fairness and representation remain central to our 

political system. Current events around redistricting and gerrymandering help students connect the abstract idea of 

“fair elections” to real-life struggles that impact whose voices are heard.



This Classroom Kit is specifically designed to help students understand how gerrymandering connects to broader 

themes of voting rights, political power, and the ongoing tension between change and continuity in US history.

Standards Alignment Supported in this Kit

C3 Framework: Civic s & History

D2.Civ.2.9-12 — Analyze the role of citizens in the US political system, with attention to the various ways 

people influence government and public policy.

D2.His.14.9-12 — Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past.

D2.His.16.9-12 — Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a 

reasoned argument about the past

The Juice Articles Used

Texas House Passes New 
Political Map, Igniting Map 
Battles Nationwide

August 22, 2025

Texas, California Launch 
Nationwide Battle to 
Reshape Congress

August 19, 2025

Redistricting or 
"Gerrymandering"

Extra Juice

big question

How has the struggle for fair voting or representation changed — and stayed the same — over time in 

the United States?

Topic: Voting Rights & Gerrymandering
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BEFORE YOU READ

What does it mean for an election to be “fair”? Write 2–3 sentences in your own words.

What historical examples of unfair voting practices (e.g., poll taxes, literacy tests, restrictions on minority 
voters) have you learned about? How did people fiight back against them?

Imagine you live in a town where one neighborhood gets to choose 6 city council members and all other 
neighborhoods together only get to choose 2. How might people feel about that system? Why?

During the reading Texas House Passes New Political Map, Igniting Map Battles Nationwide

Why did Democrats say the Texas redistricting process was unfair?

What unusual step did Texas Democrats take to protest the vote?

Why did Republicans in Texas want to pass new maps before the next Census cycle?
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How did California respond to Texas’s redistricting effort?

Critics argue that gerrymandering “hurts voters the most.” Based on the article, what does this mean?

How do the examples from Texas and California show that both parties have used gerrymandering?

 Complete the Extra Juice on Redistricting or ‘Gerrymandering’:

In your own words, explain the difference between reapportionment and redistricting.

Why is gerrymandering controversial? Provide two reasons from the reading.

Give one example from recent elections where gerrymandering changed the balance of political power.

During the reading Texas, California Launch Nationwide Battle to Reshape Congress
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Step 1: Change & Continuity Writing Prompt

Write a short essay (at least 1–2 paragraphs) answering the following question:



How has the struggle for fair voting and representation changed since the Civil Rights Movement (1960s) and 
how has it remained the same in today’s fiIghts over gerrymandering?

Your essay must:

Use evidence from at least two Juice articles provided. 

Include one historical example (Voting Rights Act of 1965, past gerrymandering cases, etc.).

Explain both change (what is different today) and continuity (what has stayed the same).

Student Writing Prompt (Model)

Historians often look at the past to understand how things have changed and what has stayed the same 
(continuity). After reading the historical background and the current event article, write a short 
response that explains:


WHat has changed between the historical event and the modern issue.

What has stayed the same or continued across time.

Why this connection matters today.

After writing, create an infographic that shows your comparison. Your infographic should include:

A short title that explains the connection.

At least one “change” and one “continuity” in your own words.

Images, symbols, or icons to represent your ideas.

A short takeaway message (Why should people care?).

after reading Writing & Infographic Project
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Step 2: Create an Infographic

Transform your essay into a visual infographic that could be shared with the public. Your infographic should:

Include a title and 2–3 main points.

Use visuals such as arrows, timelines, or charts to compare past and present.

Show at least one example of change and one example of continuity.

Be designed to help someone new to the issue quickly understand the big ideas.

after reading Writing & Infographic Project



For teachers

Before the reading

Review key vocabulary (gerrymandering, redistricting, representation).


Prompt students to brainstorm other examples in US history where access to voting has been restricted or 

expanded.

during the reading

Encourage students to annotate the text and highlight evidence related to fairness and power.


Check that students distinguish between redistricting (normal, every decade) and gerrymandering (politically 

motivated).

after the reading

Students complete the “Change & Continuity” writing piece and then move into infographic creation.


Consider having students present their infographics in a gallery walk.

extension

Organize a debate: Should all states be required to use independent commissions to draw voting maps?


Have students research a historical Supreme Court case about gerrymandering or voting rights (e.g., Baker v. Carr, 

Shelby County v. Holder) and connect it to the modern fight.
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overview

This activity asks students to compare a historical event with a current event through the lens of change and 

continuity. Students write a short response and then create an infographic to visualize their thinking. The goal is not 

for students to produce a single “right” answer, but for them to demonstrate historical reasoning, make evidence-

based claims, and connect the past to the present.

Possible Student Responses

When comparing the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s to current debates around voting rights today, students 

might identify:



Examples of Change (then → now):


Passage of the Voting Rights Act (1965) outlawed discriminatory practices like literacy tests and poll taxes.


Today, more Americans of diverse backgrounds are registered to vote than in the 1960s.


Federal laws protect voting rights for women, people of color, and multilingual voters.



Examples of Continuity (then → now):


Voter suppression remains an issue, though it takes new forms (e.g., voter ID laws, redistricting, reduced polling 

access).


Communities of color are still disproportionately affected by voting restrictions.


Grassroots movements and community leaders continue to organize for equal voting access.



Why It Matters (student synthesis):


Democracy depends on equal access to voting.


Historical struggles highlight the importance of vigilance in protecting rights.


Understanding history helps explain why current debates are so significant.

Model Student Response (for teachers to reference)

Topic: Civil Rights Movement (1960s) & Voting Rights 

Today During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, leaders like John Lewis and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. fought for 

equal access to the ballot, especially in the South where discriminatory laws and practices prevented many Black 

Americans from voting.

answer key: Voting Rights & Gerrymandering
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Change: Since that time, major laws like the Voting Rights Act of 1965 have expanded protections, and today, more 

people of different races and backgrounds are registered to vote than ever before.


Continuity: However, some voting restrictions still exist. Recent debates about voter ID laws, redistricting, and access 

to early voting echo the struggles of the past. Communities of color are still disproportionately impacted.


Why it matters: Understanding both the progress that has been made and the challenges that remain helps us see 

that the fight for voting rights is ongoing. History shows us that protecting democracy requires constant attention.

Score Focus & Claim Use of Evidence Analysis of Change 

& Continuity

Organization Language & 

Conventions

5 Clear, precise 
claim that 
identifies both 
change and 
continuity

Multiple, well-
chosen pieces of 
evidence from 
both historical 
and current 
sources

Insightful analysis 
showing nuanced 
connections 
between past 
and present

Logical, well-
structured with 
smooth 
transitions

Consistently 
clear, academic 
language; few or 
no errors

4 Clear claim that 
identifies 
change and 
continuity

Relevant 
evidence from 
both historical 
and current 
sources

Thoughtful 
analysis with 
clear 
connections, 
some nuance

Generally well-
organized with 
effective 
transitions

Mostly clear 
language; minor 
errors that don’t 
affect meaning

3 Basic claim that 
addresses 
change and/or 
continuity, but 
may be uneven

Some evidence 
from both 
sources, may be 
general or 
partially relevant

Some analysis, 
but connections 
may be simplistic 
or 
underdeveloped

Organization is 
present but may 
be inconsistent

Language is 
adequate but 
may include 
distracting 
errors

2 Vague or partial 
claim, may only 
address change 
or continuity

Limited 
evidence, often 
general or 
weakly 
connected

Minimal analysis; 
mostly summary 
with weak 
connections

Weak or 
confusing 
organization

Frequent errors 
that interfere 
with clarity

1 No clear claim 
about change or 
continuity

Little to no 
relevant 
evidence

No real analysis; 
little attempt to 
connect past and 
present

Disorganized, 
hard to follow

Persistent errors 
that make 
meaning unclear

Scoring Rubric
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teacher notes

Encourage students to focus on big-picture trends rather than small details.


Some students may need a word bank of terms (e.g., “suppression,” “activism,” “legislation”). 


Allow flexibility in infographic design — drawings, digital tools (Canva, Google Slides), or handouts are all 

appropriate.


If time allows, students can share their infographics in small groups or as a gallery walk to compare interpretations.


